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SUBJECT: SECURITY COUNCIL: SOUTH AFRICA 

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MARCH 21 MESSAGE FROM LIBERIAN 
PRESIDENT TOLBERT TO PRESIDENT OF SECURITY COUNCIL, 

CIRCULATED AS SC DOCUMENT AT LIBERIAN REQUEST: 

QUOTE ANNEX 

MESSAGE BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBOIC OF LIBERIA 
DR. WILLIAM R. TOLBERT, JR. TO THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE DEBATE ON "THE QUESTION OF SOUTH AFRICA ON 
21 MARCH 1977 

ON BEHALF OF THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF LIBERIA AND IN 
MY OWN NAME, I EXTEND GREETINGS TO YOUR EXCELLENCY IN YOUR 
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CAPACITY AS PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 
COUNCIL AND MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL AS YOU ARE ABOUT TO DEBATE 
"THE QUESTION OF SOUTH AFRICA", WHICH FALLS ON THE ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL DAY, 21 MARCH, DEDICATED TO THE ELIMINATION 
OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION. 

AS THIS DAY AND THE START OF THE DEBATE IN YOUR AUGUST 
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BODY COINCIDE WITH THE SEVENTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SAVAGE 
MASSACRE OF SHARPEVILLE OF 69 UNARMED AFRICAN MEN, WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN BY THE SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE, A GRIM REMINDER OF THE 
UNRELENTING AND DESPERATE STRUGGLE OF AN OPPRESSED AND 
SUPPRESSED PEOPLE AGAINST APARTHEID, THE LIBERIAN GOVERN- 
MENT AND PEOPLE APPEAL TO THE CONSCIENCE OF THE SECURITY 
COUNCIL AND ALL THE MEMBER STATES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
ORGANIZATION TO DEMONSTRATE TO THE WORLD THROUGH POSITIVE 
ACTION THAT APARTHEID IS INDEED A CRIME AGAINST HUMANITY, 

AN ANACHRONISTIC AND HUMANLY DEBASED SYSTEM THAT CONTRAVENES 
THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AS WELL 
AS THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND WHICH IS 
INCREASINGLY LEADING TO A RACIAL CONFLAGRATION IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. BY POSITIVE ACTION WE MEAN THE APPLICATION AGAINST 
SOUTH AFRICA OF CHAPTER VII OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER AND 
IN PARTICULAR ARTICLE 41 OF THE CHARTER. TO THOSE MEMBER 
STATES OF THE UNITED NATIONS WHO CONTINUE TO SUPPLY ARMS TO 
SOUTH AFRICA DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY WE CALL UPON THEM TO UNDERTAKE 
A SERIOUS REASSESSMENT OF THEIR POLICY AND BRING TO 
AN END THEIR DISTURBING TRADE IN WEAPONS THAT RESULT IN MASS- 
ACRES LIKE SHARPEVILLE AND SOWETO. 

WHILE THE GOVERNMENT OF LIBERIA HAS BEEN CONSISTENT IN AD- 
VOCATING A PEACEFUL AND INTERNATINALLY ACCEPTED SOLUTION TO 
THE QUESTION OF SOUTH AFRICA, RECENT STATEMENTS BY THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT RAISE GRAVE DOUBTS ABOUT THE 
SINCERITY AND WILLINGNESS OF THAT GOVERNMENT TO ABANDON ITS 
HEINOUS APARTHEID LAWS AND POLICY. THE COUNCIL MUST BE AWARE 
THT THERE IS EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT TIME IS RAPIDLY 
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RUNNING OUT FOR PEACEFUL SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA AND WHEN ALL THE DOORS TO A PEACEFUL SETT- 
LEMENT WILL HAVE BEEN CLOSED, THE SECURITY COUNCIL 
WILL NOT BE BLAMELESS FOR ITS FAILURE TO TAKE TIMELY 
POSITIVE ACTION. WE APPEAL SPECIFICALLY TO THE FR FINDS OF 
SOUTH AFRICA IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO CAUSE THE 
SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT TO SEE THE FOLLY OF ITS APARTHEID 
POLICY BEFORE IT IS TOO LATE. 

THE GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF LIBERIA WILL NEVER RELENT 
IN THEIR TOTAL SUPPORT FOR ERADICATION OF APARTHEID AND 
THE FULL RESTORATION OF THE FUNDAMENTAL AND INALIENABLE 
RIGHTS OF AFRICANS IN SOUTH AFRICA, ZIMBABWE AND NAMIBIA. WHILE 
IT IS OUR FERVENT HOPE THAT YOUR AUGUST BODY WILL GIVE SERIOUS 
AND FAVOURABLE CONSIDERATION TO THIS AND OTHER SIMILAR APPEALS 
IN THE INTEREST OF THE MILLIONS OF PEOPLE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
HELD IN BONDAGE BY THE DIABOLICAL APARTHEID SYSTEM, WE 
WISH TO ASSURE THE COUNCIL OF LIBERIA'S CONTINUING SUPPORT 
FOR THE UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION, IT CHARTER AND ITS 
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POSITIVE AND MEANINGFUL EFFORTS TOWARDS FINDING SPEEDY SA- 
TISFACTORY SOLUTIONS TO THE PROBLEMS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND OTHER 
AREAS WHICH THREATEN INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY IN OUR 
ONE WORLD. UNQUOTE 
YOUNG 
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